ILYA KALER

Pyotr II’'yich Tchaikovsky — Album Review

Kaler's performance is full of contrasts, as he colours the violin line with subtle shading, yet
maintains a lyrical virility throughout. It is clear that he has lived with this concerto under his
fingertips for many years and that he still finds much to enjoy and inspire in the familiar turns
of phrase. There is an artless facility to his playing of the big tunes as in the opening
statement of the first movement or in the gorgeous Canzonetta, and a sweetness of tone that
is quite disarming. As the violin writing gets busier, Kaler and the orchestra tend to pick up the
pace quite significantly, yet the rapid passages are dispatched with effortless brilliance.
Kaler's first movement cadenza has plenty of character, freedom and precision.
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